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On four F-86's were on a counter air mission over North Korea. The call
sign flight was JOHN RED.

At 15001 the flight sighted what appeared ® be an estimated 20 to 25 triangular
shaped objects over UTM coordinates XE2250. These objects were at an altitude of '
approx 30,000'. Distance from friendlies to these objects was approx 5 miles. '
Weather at ‘the time was CAVU. ‘ |
The objects were described as triangular shaped. In the opinion of friendlies
they appeared to be large kites, although no cables or lines were observed at-
tached to them. Approx 5 to 10 of the objects had what appeared to be circular |

discs or balloons attached to the bottom portion and trailing dark colored streamers
from the circumference.

the observation. F-86's at the time were flying at a speed of .93 Mach. It was
the opinion of the pilots that these objects could have been released from Antung

Air Field as the wind was coming from that direction at the time of the sighting.

ATIC COMMENT: Flight activity of Chinese Communists h&ubm noted hefore. The
use of radar reflectors carried aloft by balloons is entirely possible, but the

', reasons for such action canno! be determined.at this time. Such equipment may

be sent aloft by the enemy to accurately check radar antenna lobe patterns or to

check winds or other meteorological conditions 81of%s,\wNGRADED AT 3 YHAR INTRRVALS: .
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OCa 23 April 1953 four F-856s were on a counter air mission over North Korea. The
call sign of this flight was JOHN RED,

At 15001 RED flight sighted what appeared to be an estimated 20 to 25 triangular
shaped objects over UTM coordinates Xi 2250, These objects were at an altitude of
approximately 30,000 feet, At this time {riendlies were at an altitude of 39,000 feet
over UTY coordinates X8 3042 on a magnetic heading of 270 degrees. Distance from

friendlies to thuse objects was approximately five miles. . ieather at the time was CAVU| -
(sse inclosed overlay). - ‘

These objects were described as triangular shaped, In the opinion of friendlies
they appeared to be large kites although no cables or lines were observed attached to
them. Approximately five to ten of the objects had what appeared to bes circular disks
or ballons attached to the bottom portlon and tralling dari colored streamers from the
circunference, Because of the distance friendlies were unable to determine depih of
the objects (see inclosed sketch).

The objects were observed for approximately 30 seconds without the aid of binocu-
lars. These objects did not apvear to move during the observation. Iriendliea at the

time of the sighting were flying at a spesd of .93 Mach., The appearence of enemy alr-
craft in the area prevented further observation,

It was the opinion of the pilots that these objects could have been rasleased from
Antung Air Field (XE 1030) as the wind was coming from that direction at the time of
the lig'ht.ing-

COMMENTS R OFF :

l. The flight making this observation consisted of Lajor R,L, Bruce, 2d Lt, o

Je.Bs Kidd, 1lst Lt. F.G, Dupree, and 1lst Lt, Dozier, These pilots are all considered as} ..
reliable observers by intelligence personnel of the Ath Fighter Interceptor Wing.,

- 2. On 19 April 1953 another F-86 pilot observed similar objects at 30,000 feet

) over the mouth of the Yalu River. He reported the objects to be large kites, On the
14th, 195th, and 2lst of April Army Liaison pilots observed unidentified flying objects

‘ in the CT 2030 grid square., These objects were reported at 50 to 10,000 feet, By the
descriptions given, the objects were evaluated as large kites,
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D/I FRAP CO'MENT:

1, Radar plote vers reportedly recorded for eight-plus, slow-moving targets
ia the area of XE 0550 fx several mimtes starting at 1455-1, Winds alof$y were
reported as approximately 40 Jnots 2t 310 dezrees,

2, VWithoud a definite reference point in s-ace, the actual objects could
vary widely from the eise which was eported, JFrom the dascription, the objecths
could be balloons with kite-shaped objects atteched.,

J+« The use of radsr reflectore carried e~loft by a2 natwork of balloons is
entirely possidle, but the re=sons for such action oannot be ascertained, Such
equipment may bs sent aloft by the enemy to accurately check radar antenna lobe
patterns, or t0 check winds or other meteorolozical conditions aloft, The
"Spoofing" value 6f sending up such false targets for UN radar would be margzinal,
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Director of Requlirements
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lst Lt. Robert Olsson
ATIC = Wright=Patterson AFB

Dear Lt. Olsson;

Here are the comments on the recent batch of material. A few cases are
certainly of considerable interest. Over all, in this batch, Venus counts for only

one: 28 January, Stuttgart. Fireballs most probably account for lj cases; balloons
for four and aircraft for three.

Coming to the interesting cases: the Korean 20 April should certainly
be followed upe This comes cery close to being a security-Intelligence matter. I'd
certainly like to get more informat ion on this. How about sending a few Form A's to
{ Korea. Actually, this should have been investigated on the spot by Intelligence
of ficers.
,

e A Pepperrdll AFB 2 May: This has same similarities to the old Gorman
case. Much fuller report needed and Form A filled out on this.

San Antonia 7 May: This has many similarities to the Lubbock Lights
and Form A should certainly be sent if this has not already been done.

Finally, a Form A for the 29 April Syracuse shtiMn sighting
I_'ﬂlld hllp-

The Miami 20 May green light sighting might have been jets but with
the green light sighting, jets should have been traveling north instead of south in
opder for observier to see green navigation light. 2 second time interval also seems
too faste I hope that you can eventually send me more information on theses 20 April
Korea; 2 May Pepperell; 7 May San Antonio.

_ . Immmmwﬂrucndlreportmmrrucmt'tﬁpwit.h‘lhichI .
hope you will concurre.
And keep 'em coming. It's easier to handle a few at a time and frequently

than a larger at longer intervals. .
| send her regards. |
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